MARTIN LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER

A: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray
that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all
my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

BENEDICAMUS AND BLESSING

P: Let us bless the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God!

P: The Lord bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting life.
C: Amen

Our Morning Prayer service is taken from the Lutheran Service Book, Responsive Prayer 2, pages 285-287;
Concordia Publishing House, Saint Louis, 2006. Printed with permission via LSB Hymn and Liturgy Li-
cense purchased annually by Saint Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. All Scripture references are
taken from the English Standard Version.
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INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the + Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

OPENING VERSICLES

P: O Lord, open my lips.

C: And my mouth will declare your praise.

P: Make haste, O God to deliver me;

C: make haste to help me, O Lord.

A: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and
to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the begin-
ning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

READINGS

Taken from Saint John’s Gospel, Chapters 11 and 12
Following the reading, please go to page 6.

Monday, November 3rd

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus
had already been in the tomb four
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two
miles off,19 and many of the Jews had come to
Martha and Mary to console them concerning
their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that Jesus
was coming, she went and met him, but Mary re-
mained seated in the house. 21 Martha said to Je-
sus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would
not have died. 22 But even now I know that what-
ever you ask from God, God will give
you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last
day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he



die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never
die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

Tuesday, November 4th

28 When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in
private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it,
she rose quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the vil-
lage, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go out,
they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep
there.g32 Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his
feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died.”33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also
weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he
said,“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and
see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of
them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept
this man from dying?”

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed
you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus
lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I
knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44 The man who had
died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Wednesday, November 5th
45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what

he did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told
them what Jesus had done. 47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered
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P: Hide Your face from my sins,

C: and blot out all my iniquities.

P: Create in me a clean heart, O God.

C: and renew a right spirit within me.

P: Cast me not away from Your presence,

C: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me.

P: Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,

C: and uphold me with a willing spirit.

P: Because Your steadfast love is better than life,

C: my lips will praise You.

P: For You have been my help,

C: and in the shadow of Your wings I will sing for joy.
P: Teach me Your way, O Lord, that I may walk in Your truth;
C: unite my heart to fear Your name.

P: I give thanks to You, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
C: and I will glorify Your name forever.

P: May all who seek You rejoice and be glad in You.

C: May those who love Your salvation say evermore, “God is great!”
P: Save Your people and bless Your heritage!

C: Be their shepherd and carry them forever.

P: Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer;

C: Listen to plea for grace.

COLLECT

A daily collect is prayed.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH



KYRIE

P: O, Lord, have mercy.

C: O Christ, have mercy.
P: O Lord, have mercy.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9-13

A:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom
come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE APOSTLE’S CREED

A:

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pi-
late, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The
third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the commun-
ion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

VERSICLES

P:
C:

Q7

Hear my prayer, O Lord;
let my cry come to You.

In the day of my trouble I call to You,
for You answer me.

Luther On...
The Apostle’s Creed

The following is taken
from Luther’s Large
Catechism on the Second
Article of the Creed.

1.

Let this, then, be the
sum of this article: the
little word Lord means
simply the same as
redeemer. It means
the One who has
brought us from Satan
to God, from death to
life, from sin to right-
eousness, and who
preserves us in the
same.

But all the points that
follow in this article
serve no other purpose
than to explain and
express this redemp-
tion. They explain how
and by whom it was
accomplished. They
explain how much it
cost Him and what He
spent and risked so
that He might win us

the Council and said, “What are we to do? For this
man performs many signs.48 If we let him go on
like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Ro-
mans will come and take away both our place and
our nation.” 49 But one of them, Caiaphas, who
was high priest that year, said to them, “You know
nothing at all. 50 Nor do you understand that it is
better for you that one man should die for the peo-
ple, not that the whole nation should per-
ish.” 51 He did not say this of his own accord, but
being high priest that year he prophesied that Je-
sus would die for the nation, 52 and not for the na-
tion only, but also to gather into one the children
of God who are scattered abroad. 53 So from that
day on they made plans to put him to death.

54 Jesus therefore no longer walked openly

among the Jews, but went from there to the region
near the wilderness, to a town called Ephraim, and
there he stayed with the disciples.
55 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and
many went up from the country to Jerusalem be-
fore the Passover to purify themselves. 56 They
were looking for Jesus and saying to one another
as they stood in the temple, “What do you think?
That he will not come to the feast at all?” 57 Now
the chief priests and the Pharisees had given or-
ders that if anyone knew where he was, he should
let them know, so that they might arrest him.

Thursday, November 6th

12:1 Six days before the Passover, Jesus therefore
came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus
had raised from the dead. 2 So they gave a dinner
for him there. Martha served, and Lazarus was one
of those reclining with him at table. 3 Mary there-
fore took a pound of expensive ointment made



from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus
and wiped his feet with her hair. The house was
filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4 But
Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (he who was
about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this oint-
ment not sold for three hundred denarii and
given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief,
and having charge of the moneybag he used to
help himself to what was put into it. 7 Jesus
said, “Leave her alone, so that she may keep
it for the day of my burial. 8 For the poor you al-
ways have with you, but you do not always have
me.”

9o When the large crowd of the Jews
learned that Jesus was there, they came, not only
on account of him but also to see Lazarus, whom
he had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief
priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as
well, 11 because on account of him many of the
Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.

Friday, November 7th

12 The next day the large crowd that had
come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to
Jerusalem. 13 So they took branches of palm
trees and went out to meet him, crying out,
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name
of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 14 And Je-
sus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it
1s written,

15 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey's colt!”

and bring us under His
dominion. It explains that
He became man [John
1:14], was conceived and
born without sin
[Hebrews 4:15], from the
Holy Spirit and from the
virgin Mary [Luke 1:35],
so that He might over-
come sin. Further, it ex-
plains that He suffered,
died, and was buried so
that He might make satis-
faction for me and pay
what I owe [1 Corinthians
15:3—4], not with silver or
gold, but with His own
precious blood [1 Peter
1:18-19].

And He did all this in or-
der to become my Lord.

He did none of these
things for Himself, nor
did He have any need for
redemption. After that He
rose again from the dead,
swallowed up and de-
voured death [1 Corin-
thians 15:54], and finally
ascended into heaven and
assumed the government
at the Father’s right hand
[1 Peter 3:22]. He did
these things so that the
devil and all powers must
be subject to Him and lie
at His feet [Hebrews 10:12

—13] until finally, at the
Last Day, He will com-
pletely divide and sepa-
rate us from the wicked
world, the devil, death,
sin, and such [Matthew
25:31-46; 13:24—30, 47—
50].

To explain all these indi-
vidual points does not be-
long to brief sermons for
children. That belongs to
fuller sermons that extend
throughout the entire
year, especially at those
times that are appointed
for the purpose of treating
each article at length—for
Christ’s birth, sufferings,
resurrection, ascension,
and so on.

Yes, the entire Gospel that
we preach is based on this
point, that we properly un-
derstand this article as that
upon which our salvation
and all our happiness rests.
It is so rich and complete
that we can never learn it
fully

1.

Concordia : The Lutheran
Confessions. Edited by Paul
Timothy McCain. St. Louis,
MO : Concordia Publishing
House, 2005, S. 402
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16 His disciples did not understand these things at
first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remem-
bered that these things had been written about him
and had been done to him. 17 The crowd that had
been with him when he called Lazarus out of the
tomb and raised him from the dead continued to
bear witness. 18 The reason why the crowd went to
meet him was that they heard he had done this
sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You
see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has
gone after him.”

20 Now among those who went up to worship
at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these came to
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked
him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and
told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Je-
sus. 23 And Jesus answered them, “The hour has
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly,
truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into
the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. 25 Whoever loves his life loses it,
and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it
for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves me, he must fol-
low me; and where I am, there will my servant be
also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.
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