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Sometimes, Jesus can be harsh.

Oh, yes Jesus can be tough. He didnÕt just say all those nice things we like to hear. You 
know, ÒLove your neighbor,Ó or ÒBlessed are the peacemakers for they shall inherit the 
earth.Ó Jesus sometimes said things that rip at a personÕs soul. He exposes people for who 
they truly are and shines the light of truth on them.

Jesus is not just the God of the Gospel we all know and love; Jesus is also the God of the 
Law, tearing off the scabbed over wounds of our hearts, exposing our sin to the light of 
day, showing each of us that no matter what we do, without him weÕre nothing.

Our society and our Christian church donÕt like to talk about THAT Jesus. We like the 
nice Jesus, the one who lets the little children come to Him; the one who heals the sick 
and the lame; and the one who rises from the dead on Easter morning. No one likes to 
hear about the Jesus who is beaten and bloody. No one likes to hear about the Jesus who 
is spat upon by His enemies. And surely, no one likes to hear about the Jesus who 
condemns sin. No, we like the lovable Jesus, the cuddly Cabbage Patch doll that fits 
nicely on our shelves.

Today, many within the Christian church like the notion that Jesus gives us instructions 
on how to live our lives. The Beatitudes have become the great equalizer when it comes 
to our lives of sin and how Jesus wants us to live. It is believed that those words are our 
instruction manual on how to treat others, on how to do mission work, and how to build 
His church. People like those words because they are gooey and nice. 

Me? I like the Jesus in our Gospel reading today. He takes no prisoners. When a town in 
Samaria rejects Him, Jesus walks away! He leaves those unbelievers and continues on 
His walk to Jerusalem, where His own would reject him. And as He and His disciples 
continue to walk toward Jerusalem, people come up to Jesus and He tears open their 
minds and hearts and exposes their sin, something that would gape their mouths.



And they went on to another village. As they were going along the road, someone said 
to Him, “I will follow You wherever You go.” And Jesus said to him,  “Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord let me first go and bury my 
father.” And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, 
go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” And yet another said, “I will follow you, Lord, 
but let me first say farewell  to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts 
his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

I donÕt know about you, but that is Jesus! This is the no-nonsense Jesus who cuts out all 
the fluff and exposes people for who they truly are. Oh, we like the nice things about 
Jesus, but when He condemns our sinfulness, weÕre running away. People like ÒNice 
Jesus,Ó not the ÒTellÕem Like It Is Jesus.Ó Why? Because when Jesus exposes us as being 
sinners, we donÕt like how it makes us feel.

Dear friends in Christ, when we think about God and more specifically about Jesus, we 
canÕt just think about the Gospel. We have to think about why the Gospel was necessary. 

We have to think about sin, our failure to keep GodÕs Law, and our unworthiness because 
of our failures to adhere to what God wants from our lives. In our Gospel reading this 
day, that is what the people in that village and those on the road didnÕt want to do Ð think 
about why Jesus was even there. He exposes them to their sinfulness. To the people on 
the road, He shows them that putting God behind anything is equivalent to rejecting Him. 
If you put anything in the way of God, then youÕre a lawbreaker and a sinner.

And who wants to hear that from Jesus?

Well, I do! And all of you should, too! As we hear the condemnation of our sin, weÕre 
compelled to cling to our Lord Jesus. WeÕre to cling to our Savior not because He gives 
us nice fluffy sentences on how to treat people, but because He died for our sins. When 
we get full of ourselves and think weÕre good enough, look to the cross of Christ because 
the reality of our lives smacks in the head.

The sweetness of the Gospel comes from the knowledge that weÕre sinful and in need of a 
savior. When we recognize our utter uselessness, then the rescue from sin and death and 
Satan by a loving God means so much more. For in our sheer depravity, Jesus took our 
sins upon Himself so we could live. He dies so we can live. Through the waters of 
Baptism, weÕre brought to newness of life. Our sinful selves are drowned and God 
proclaims us innocent through the work of His Son at the cross and by the faith in His 
Son that is borne in our hearts through His Holy Spirit.

ThatÕs why we have a balance in our sermons of Law and Gospel. We hear of the 
condemnation of our sin, but then receive the fruits of ChristÕs cross when our sins are 



forgiven. For that is the promise of God Ð through faith alone in His Son, weÕre saved 
and forgiven.

Our Galatians text today reminds us of what it means to be forgiven. When we live our 
lives according to our faith, we are new people. The fruits of the cross and of the Spirit 
come alive in all that we say and do. Our lives donÕt start with us, they start with Christ 
and His cross.

When we know what comes first, then what comes second is so sweet. First comes Law, 
and then comes Gospel. The bitterness of sin is followed by the sweetness of Christ and 
the forgiveness that is our through Him. You are saved. You are forgiven. Go in GodÕs 
peace. Amen.


